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See? Wasn't that great? I bet you 
Ruys can't wait for next issue, right? 
Suspense killing you, right? Right? 

Good. I love this stuff. 

And now, here are some comments 
on "Black Queen’s Mate,” the conclu 
sion of the fourissue “Phoenix Gam 
bit.” 


Dear Suicides, 

“The Phoenix Gambit” was one of 
the best damn comics I've ever read. 
Sorta reminds me jast time the 
Squad yot hot « in Mother 
Russia. It doesn’t get better than this, 
folks. And here's why: 

1) Floyd and Amanda. Hilarious 
“El match the offer plus a dollar. 
Sheesh! Ol" Deadshot must really like 
Amanda to be bribed by one dollar to 
renege. "I've got to start dealing with 
a healthier bunch of people.” I can’t 
argue with you there! 


2) Ivy wiping out Vertigo and 
deciding to take his country for her 
self. I thought that charac 


ar 
terization, but nothing tops her decid- 
ing notto take his country because it'd 
be too much trouble to rebuild. The 
Wall is the best at manipulating 
wackos and egomaniacs. Maybe she 
should be the Joker's therapist. 

3) Boomerbutt as Batman. That 
was classic. “I'm his son. Batman 
Junior. Batboy.” That line had me 
rolling with laughter. If this is what 
Harkness can do in a single panel, his 
solo stint next issue will put me in 
Arkham! And his decking Zastrow 
was totally in character. He should 
watch his back, though: a plotting 
psycho like Zastrow won't soon forget 
a punch like that. 

4) Last but not least, Batman kick. 
ing butt on page 9. Always good tosee 
Bats knocking people around. Looks 
like Bats is mellowing out, though. In 
DARK KNIGHT Bruce would’ 
broken Lawton's legs for shooting 
Heller. Here he approaches the prob 
lem calmly and decides to get Heller to 
the hospital instead. Obviously 
Heller's part in the “Phoenix Gambit” 
and his attempt to kill Floyd and Bats 
made Batman less angry about Heller 
etting blasted. | hope that after 
Deadshot gets his $100,001 from 
Waller, he'll join on a regular basis. | 
miss my favorite psycho. 

‘Till next time ... G'day, mates! 

Alan C. Page 
9028 Morrison Road 
y Orleans, 1A 70127 


Dear Sirs and Ma'am, 
Re: SUICIDE SQUAD #43 

Absolutely . magnificent! “The 
Phoenix Gambit” is by far one of the 
best storylines of 1990. John and Kim 
have really outdone themselves this 
time. The storyline progressed nicely 
from beginning to end, holding the 
reader's attention all the way, and the 
characterization here in the Squad is 
the best you'll find anywhere. All of 
this only goes to show that my belief 
that John and Kim are THE two best 
writers in comics today is justified 

1 must also commend Geof Isher- 
wood, Although I had my reserva 
tions at first, Mr. Isherwood tumed 
out to be the perfect penciller/inker 
because he manages to achieve a feel 
of grittiness and desperation that one 
would associate with a title like the 
SUICIDE SQUAD. Good show, sir. 

1 must also commenton the charac. 
ters that you have chosen as the core 
members of the “new” Squad. Dead- 
shot has been my absolute favorite 
since the start, and the team just 
wouldn't be thesame without him, but 
I'm sorry that | can’t say the same of 
Mari. | never cared tor her when she 
was a member of the old Justice 
League of America, and I still don’t 
Since she was first introduced as a 
love interest for Ben, and since he no 
longer seems to be interested, is there 
any chance she'll be “eliminated” 
pretty soon? 

I'm also glad that Ravan and 
Poison Ivy are with the Squad. Both 
of these characters have as yet un 
touched potential, and John and Kim 
find it. But 


Well, that © to offer, sv 

until next tiny » Mine 
Suicide Squad! See ya" in 30, 

Sincerely. 

Marson Fedrick 

Route One, Box 6: 

Waynesboro, MS 39367 

Kill Ravan or ley? We'd have to be 


Dear team. 

Congratulations on a well executed 
and much needed revitalization of a 
title near and dear to my heart. I love 
“The Phoenix Gambit” and the new 
ingle on the Squad. Though I would 
have preferred that Batman had been 
left out of it, I realize that his presence 
is needed to bring in new readers, 
Anything to save the book from the 
The stories 


are as fresh and clean as ever. Geof 
Isherwood more than fillstheshoes of 
past masters McDonnell and Snyder. 
The new “spy” atmosphere suits the 
team well. The lineup is perfect for 
this, Please keep Vertigo around. 
Waller summed it up best when she 
said they weren't going to a costume 
party this time. Great line! In the 
midst of all the mutie madness and 
bitter realism (read: boring), thecomie 
book world needs the SUICIDE 
SQUAD more than ever to stand the 
middle ground 


Sincerely, 
Mare Bryant 
Newport, TN 

Thanks, Marc. We'll be keeping 
Vertigo around for the time being. 


Dear Dan, 

I read SUICIDE SQUAD #43. Then 
1 immediately retrieved the previous 
three issues and reread the “Phoet 
Gambit.” 

‘The change was needed to have the 
book remain fresh and up todate with 
today’s world. No dinosaurs here. 
‘This book could not keep its quality if 
it did not reflect the world’s changes. 
And there was a year's worth of 
change in only a couple of months. 

I'm enjoying the international 
status of the team. So where in the 
world will the Squad travel next? 

Melissa Page 
236 New Salem Loop 
Nortonville, KY 42442 
Q: Where in the world? 
A: There's no place like home! 


Dear Squad 

When I first saw the splash page of 
SUICIDE SQUAD #43, “Black 
Queen's "1 knew I was in for an 
interesting conclusion to “The 
Phoenix Gambit.” Well, I was not dis: 
appointed. "Black Queen's Mate” was 
‘1 super issue, from the “plus dollar” 
offer Amanda made to Lawton (which 
had me rolling on the floor, BTW!) to 
the stunning wrap-up with both 
Zastrow and Heller, The corker, of 
course, was the revelation of the man 
beneath the cowl! I had guessed it 
would be “Boomerbat” (with a nod to 
John) "grin®, but the unveiling was 
still a sight to behold, especially the 
interaction between Zastrow and 
Batman Junior (Batboy? BATBOY?? 
Help! Lean't stop ki hing!) One has: 


to wonder if the real Dark Knight 
loaned out an extra suit, or if Waller 
managed to dig that up at the local 
costume shoppe. Great characteriza- 
tion here. Waller and Boomerang. Ben 
and Mari. Of course Deadshot was 
right in character (“Waller said to 
shoot him. Didn't say to kill him.”). 
Poison Ivy, too (“That's too much like 
WOR! And Bats, well, what can I 
say? I VERY MUCH look forward to 
John’s taking a turn on DETEC- 
TIVE real soon. | hope Kim’s influ- 
ence continues to be felt here and 
there—they make a good team! (I hear 
they make a good team as wife and 
husband, too!) 
Did I mention how much I loved 
Geof Isherwood's art? WHAT? 
Luke's gonna spell him next 
month?? Well, okay. But make sure 
Geof's back in sixty days! It surely 
looks like the Squad is back, and as 
the epilogue indicates, more sorely 
needed than ever! Seeya in thirty... 
David M. Lambert 
Memphis, TN 


Dear Squad Members: 

Just want to say that SUICIDE 
SQUAD undoubtedly has the best 
dialogue of any book in DC-dom, and 
“Black Queen's Gambit” is ample 
proof of that. With a few choice turns 
of phrase, the Yale/Ostrander team 
make each character come to life in 
the brief space ofa panel. always like 
seeing what can be done without the 
use of thought balloons to show the 
subconscious. A good artist can do it 
with a twist of a lip;a good writer does 
it with an offhand remark. 

Deadshot, Ivy, Boomerang, Vixen, 
Bronze Tiger, and Waller, all indelibly 
realized in a few short phrases. Ravan 
in even less than that. 

Now more than ever, we need the 
SUICIDE SQUAD to show us what 
comic book writing can be. 

Paul J. Grant 
S811 Wright Wa: 
West Bloomfield, MI 48: 

On behalf of John and Kim, Paul 

thanks. 


Dear Dan, 
Re JICIDE SQUAD #48 

So William Heller) hired Deadshot 
to off the Wall, eh? Hmm, He did say 
something about re y backin 
issue four, right? Took him long 
enough to give it a go, but I'd have 
considered trying it after Amanda 
went to prison. Any old inmate with 
enough hate and financial desire 
would've done the job, no questions 
asked, and next thing you know, 
Heller'd reward them with a high. 
ranking job upon release. Then again, 
if it happened that way, there 
wouldn't be a story to tell here, right? 

Poison Ivy never struck me before 
as someone who'd lust for heavy 
political power. Good thing Amand: 
straightened her out before she made 
a bigger mess of things in Viatava 


than there had been. Better that she 
should become a model (she does have 
a great figure, you know. Hubba 
hubba’), working with Vixen (Mari 
McCabe) in her studio, It's not quite 
like hard work, Ivy baby, but you 
would benefit from it greatly. Trust 
me. 

Speaking of Vixen, if she doesn’t 
want to deal with the “new look” 
Bronze Tiger, she can always quit the 
Squad and join the JLE, She's got a 
studio in Paris (JLE’s base), so she'd 
fit in with Captain Atom’s crew. Make 
sense to you? It does to me. 

I knew Batman didn’t let himself 
get caught by Blue Trinity. But 
Boomerang? Geez-Louise, if that isn't 
original thinking, I don’t know what 
is. You know, if truth be told, Digger 
wears the Bat-suit pretty well, Hope 
his solo tale next ish offers a little 
further insight into Digger's life and 
times. The guy's really one cool dude. 

Hmm, I am surprised that Bronze 
‘Tiger and Vixen took out Stalnoivolk 
as easily as they did, but you'd think 
that Gort would’ve been trained in all 
forms of combat. I'd hate to see what 
happens if he should face Superman 
one day, Gort, though, could be con- 
vinced that he should join the Squad, 
assuming he embraces glasnost and 
decides to come to America on his 
own, or as an agent of Gorbachev's 
government. 

Lemme outta here, I’ll see you in 
thirty. 

Jacob Gilbert 
118 Fourth Street, Apt. 1 
Troy, NY 12180 

Yknow, Jacob, I never cared much 
for ol’ Vixen myself. What do you 
folks think? 


People, 

-. Is it my imagination, or is Aman- 
da beginning to put back some of 
those pounds that she worked so hard 
to shed? We're watchin’ ya, ‘mandy. 
Now go do a thousand laps around 
Belle Reve or I'm calling Richard 
Simmons! 

Sweatin’ to the Oldies, 
Lon Wolf 
2118 Ryan's Run East 
Maple Shade, N.J 08052 
Thanks, Lon. I think. 


Dear Suicide Notes, 

1 would like to start off by thanking 
Dan for the first-class team he has 
assembled to draw, write, letter, and 
color this first-class book. 

Ostrander and Yale's writing 
throughout “The Phoenix Gambit” 
was exquisite. And then you have the 
beautiful art by Isherwood. Isher. 
wood is able to capture Ostrander and 
Yale's words, and then produce the 
final product of perfect pictures to 
capture the essence of what the 
writers are trying to manifest. Gaf- 
ford’s coloring is perfect. He can take 
a dreary frame, and make it look 
dreary, but at the same moment he 
can take a bright frameand giveit the 


brighter effect. 

T was reluctant to start reading 
SUICIDE SQUAD because it just did 
not sound like “my cup of tea.” But 
because of Dave at Nightflight I de 
cided to pick up “The Phoenix Gam. 
bit.” One word describes this story: 
extravagant. 

After I finished reading issue #43 1 
was compelled to write a letter and 
thank you for the super book that the 

“suicide squad” (i.e., Ostrander, Yale, 
Isherwood, Klein, Gafford, and 
Raspler) delivers to the reading 
public. 

Keep up with the good work. 

Jeff Gallacher 
4151 Monarch Way 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Thanks, Jeff. And thank you, too, 
Dave at Nightflight. Keep up the good 
work, 


Dear Dan, 

1: Ashes 2: Embers 3: Firefight 
4: ...er, Black Queen's Mate. 

We didn’t start the fire. It was 
always burning since the world’s been 
turning. If there was any justicein the 
world of comics, then fans would 
forget all about that OTHER Phoenix 
saga of about ten years ago, After all 
this was far superior. 

ROCK AND ROLL! 

Rol Hirst 
Huddersfield, W. Yorks 
England 
Yes, yes! Music to my ears! 


NEXT ISSUE UNIVERSE: 


waiting, HEE ‘RAVAN v. KOBRA. And 


nobody's left standing! Aaahhh! 
can'twait! Neither can you! Admitit!1 
see you smiling! You know I'm right! 
—Dan Raspler 


